Adon Olam

אֲ דוֹן עוֹלָם
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The Master of the universe reigned
before anything was created.
When all was made by God’s will
Was then acknowledged as Ruler.

, ֲאדוֹן עוֹלָם אֲשֶׁ ר מָ לְַך.1
. בְּ טֶ ֶרם כָּל יְ צִ יר נִ בְ ָרא.2
, לְ עֵת ַנעֲשָׂ ה בְ חֶ פְ צוֹ כֹּ ל.3
. ֲאזַי מֶ לְֶך ְשׁמוֹ נִ קְ ָרא.4

And when all shall end
God still all alone shall reign.
God was and is,
And shall be in glory.

, וְ אַ ח ֲֵרי כִּ כְ לוֹת הַ כֹּ ל.5
.נוֹרא
ָ  לְ בַ דוֹ יִ ְמלוְֹך.6
, וְ הוּא הֹ וֶה, וְ הוּא הָ יָה.7
. ְבּ ִתפְ אָ ָרה, וְ הוּא יִ הְ יֶה.8

And God is one, and there's no other,
to compare or join.
Without beginning, without end
and to whom belongs power and rule.

, וְ הוּא אֶ חָ ד וְ אֵ ין שֵׁ נִ י.9
. לְ הַ ְמ ִשׁיל לוֹ לְ הַ חְ בִּ ָירה.10
,אשׁית ְבּלִ י תַ כְ לִ ית
ִ  בְּ לִ י ֵר.11
. וְ לוֹ הָ עֹ ז וְ הַ ִמ ְשׂ ָרה.12

My God, my redeemer,
And my rock in time of trouble,
and who is my source of miracles
and refuge,
who answers when I call for help.

, וְ הוּא אֵ לִ י וְ חַ י גֹ אֲלִ י.13
. וְ צוּר חֶ בְ לִ י בְּ עֵת צָ ָרה.14
, וְ הוּא נִ ִסי וּמָ נוֹס לִ י.15
.כּוֹסי בְּ יוֹם אֶ קְ ָרא
ִ  ְמנָת.16
, בְּ יָדוֹ אַ פְ קִ יד רוּחִ י.17

To God I commit my spirit,
in time of sleep and awakening,
even if my soul leaves my body,
God is with me, I shall not fear.

. בְּ עֵת ִאישַׁ ן וְ אָ עִ ָירה.18
, וְ עִ ם רוּחִ י גְ וִ ָי ִתי.19
. יְ ָי לִ י וְ ל ֹא ִא ָירא.20

BIG Idea – God is the Master!
Adon Olam has been in Jewish prayers services for at least 500 years! We are not
sure who exactly wrote this prayer. Some people say Solomon Eben Gvirol wrote it in
the 11th century. Others believe it was written even before that. Either way – it has
been part of our services for hundreds of years.
The word Adon means Master.
The word Olam, has several translations:
- Eternal, or everlasting
- World or universe
What do you think Olam means in this prayer?

Did You Know?
The words of Adon Olam can fit countless tunes!
Each congregation has a tune or two they choose to sing at services, which
was written specifically for Adon Olam. But did you know that you can
come up with your own, or even fit it to a popular song you know?

Try it!
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